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Nature has decreed that agriculture shall be the principal activity
of the Hungarians. The scarcity of fuels and industrial raw materials
limits manufacturing, while broad fertile plains and a continental cli-
mate are ideal for the cultivator and the herdsman. The influence of
these environmental factors is shown by the fact that 60 per cent of
all the land in Hungary is under cultivation, while another 17.9 per
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The Hungarian Plain has long been one of the principal corn-raising districts of Europe.
(U. S. Department of Agriculture.)

cent is in permanent meadow and pasture. Consequently, it is not sur-
prising to find that 58.2 per cent of the nation's working population
are farmers.

Hungary, like most steppe areas, has proven to be especially suit-
able for the raising of grains* and cereals occupy some 75 per cent of
all arable land. Considered from the point of view of both acreage
and production, wheat is the most important crop raised, and is fol-
lowed by corn, rye and barley, All of these grains are exported, but the
exports of wheat and wheat flour are greater than the exports of all
other grains combined, and constitute some 17 per cent of the value
of all exports. Potatoes and sugar beets are being raised in increasing